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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewfth transmits the supplementary partial European search report under 
Rule 46(1) EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 06/1 999, 405. 

Moreover, the Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not 
comply with the provisions of the European Patent Convention to such an extent that it is not 
possible to carry out a meaningful search into the state of the art on the basis of some of the 
claims; reference is made to sheet C, which is attached to the search report 

r-i The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
" present communication. 

rW Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) 
attached as welL * 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details se the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1 999. 
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OW^e SHEET C EP 99 93 5649 



Claim(s) searched completely: 
1-28 

Claim(s) searched incompletely: 
29-32 

Reason for the limitation of the search: 

Claims 29-32 use the terms "treating or manipulating"; as these terms 
have no recognized and well-defined technical meaning, said claims 29-32 
relate to an extremely large number of possible methods. Support within 
the meaning of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure within the meaning of 
Article 83 EPC is to be found, however, for only a very small proportion 
of the methods claimed. In the present case, the claims so lack support, 
and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over 
the whole of the claimed scope 1s impossible. Consequently, the search 
has been carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be 
supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the methods 
disclsoed explicitly on page 3, 1 14-16. 



Eur pean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 

Office SHEET B EP 99 93 5649 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-25 

Composition comprising a matrix and one or more vectors; 
method for storage of one or more vectors comprising 
contacting vectors with a cellulose based solid matrix or a 
mlcromesh synthetic plastic matrix and storing them. 



2. Claims: 26-28 

Method of Isolating or purifying vectors comprising 
contacting vectors 1n a sample with a solid medium or matrix 
and Isolating the vectors from the sample 



3. Claims: 29-32 

Method for treating or manipulating one or more vectors 

comprising contacting a sample containing vectors with a 

matrix and treating or manipulating the vectors 



The common concept linking together the 3 different groups of Inventions 
(see herein above) 1s the composition comprising vectors and a matrix. 
However, said concept 1s well-known In the art (see Dl, p 8, last par to 
p 9, first par; D2, claim 1 and example 2). The remaining contribution 
of each of the Inventions over the above known concept 1s 1n claims 1 
and 11 no polystyrene coating, 1n claim 26 an isolation/purification 
step and in claim 29 the treatment/manipulatlton step. Therefore, the 
groups of Inventions are not so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept. 

Thus the requirements for unity of the invention referred to 1n Article 
82 EPC are not fulfilled (lack of unity a posteriori). 

The application has been divided Into the above groups of Inventions 
which Individually are considered to meet the requirement of unity. If 
additional fees are paid for one or more of the, as yet, unsearched 
inventions, the subsequent searches might reveal prior art which leads 
to a finding of lack of unity a posteriori within one or more of the, as 
yet unsearched inventions. Should this be the case, as a rule, no 
further invitation to pay additional fees will be issued. Only the first 
identified invention in each group of Inventions, for which additional 
search fees have been paid in due time and which subsequently is 
considered to lack unity, will be searched. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
0942.461 PC02 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/ 16174 



Date of Mailing 
( day I monthly ear) 



(D) W¥f99S 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing date 
( day/montJi/year) 

16 JULY 1999 



Applicant 
LIFE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
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The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Whore? Directly to the International Bureau of W1PO , f ///il 

34 chemin des Colombettes yCUjUTUJL^ S^U^L/ f/f//tJJ/& 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland K # a f ' ' — 

Facsimile No, (41-22) 740^4.35^^/^^^^/, <\ 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanyine sheet. \ 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report wiJMpe established and, that thd declaration under 
Article I7(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. {^J^/^ ^ /<j^^^ *Y7j A/& 

With regard to the protest against payment^^^ the a^n>ant^ nd^ed ^£x: 

r~| the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
1 1 applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in rules 90 bis 1 and 90 bis 3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. J 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
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Washington. DC 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 
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Authorized officer 
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Applicant 
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This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 
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This international search report consists of a total of ^ sheets. 


| X| It is also accompanied by 


a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 


1. | | Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 


2. | j Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 


3. 1 I The international application contains disclosure of a nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing and the 
1 1 international search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 
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filed with the international application. 
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furnished by the applicant separately from the international application, 

j [ but not accompanied by a statement to the effect that it did not include matter 
going beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed. 
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transcribed by this Authority. 


4. With regard to the title, Qt] 


the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 


5. With regard to the abstract, 






the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in 
Box III. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international 
search report, submit comments to this Authority. 


6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 


Figure No. J~*| 

! □ 


as suggested by the applicant. j— | K , f - 

rr j X| None of the figures. 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
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because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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